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The Precious Blood of Jesus Christ 

When Jesus died on the Cross as the Lamb of Sacrifice He literally poured out every drop of His 
life-blood as a sin-offering for our salvation. Therefore we hail the Most Precious Blood of Jesus as 
the “Price of Our Redemption” 
 
The feast of the Precious Blood of our Lord was instituted in 1849 by Pius IX, but the devotion is as 
old as Christianity. The early Fathers say that the Church was born from the pierced side of Christ, 
and that the sacraments were brought forth through His Blood. 
 
"The Precious Blood which we worship is the Blood which the Savior shed for us on Calvary and 
reassumed at His glorious Resurrection; it is the Blood which courses through the veins of His 
risen, glorified, living body at the right hand of God the Father in heaven; it is the Blood made 
present on our altars by the words of Consecration; it is the Blood which merited sanctifying grace 
for us and through it washes and beautifies our soul and inaugurates the beginning of eternal life 
in it." 
 
The Blood that coursed through the veins of Christ was a part of that Sacred Humanity made 
possible by the maternity of Mary. Our Lord's blood poured out on the Cross purchased our 
salvation, washed clean the robes of the martyrs, and gave birth to the Church as it flowed from 
his wounded side. The Precious Blood of Christ — now pulsing through his Mystical Body — 
continues its salvific work, preserving and purifying, repairing and providing nourishment for 
regeneration and renewal of its members.<CatholicCulture> 
 
The Old fulfilled in the New Covenant 

Sacrifice is the highest form of religious worship which man offers to God as an act of praise, 
thanksgiving, petition or atonement. 3 

The most singular and pre-eminent sacrifice of the Old Law was the immolation of the Paschal 
Lamb which celebrated the sparing of Israel's firstborn from the fatal sword of the Angel of Death 
in Egypt at the time of Moses and Pharaoh. 

The imagery of sacrificial blood from slain animals is made more vivid and meaningful if we recall 
Moses' words from the Book of Exodus, "And he took the blood and sprinkled it upon the people, 
and he said: This is the blood of the covenant, which the Lord has made with you concerning all these 
words." (Exodus 24:8) 

This old sacrifice took a new form in the New Testament when the Immaculate Lamb of God 
offered Himself on the altar of the Cross to redeem mankind from sin and the slavery of Satan. 
And during the Last Supper, Our Lord offered Himself in an unbloody yet real sacrifice when He 
uttered the following words: “For this is my blood fo th enw testament, which shall b shed for many 
uno remission of sins.”  Matthew 26:28 

Truly, this "shedding of blood' or "pouring out of blood" took place and forms one of the glorious 
mysteries of our Faith. 4 

 
The Precious Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

Catholic doctrine teaches the faithful that the blood of Jesus Christ is part of His Sacred Humanity 

https://www.americaneedsfatima.org/articles/the-precious-blood-of-jesus#footnote-3
https://www.americaneedsfatima.org/articles/the-precious-blood-of-jesus#footnote-4


Precious Blood of Jesus Christ 

2 | P a g e  

 

 

 

N
O

T
E

S
 

Notes: 

 1 Zenit News, ZE09070502 - 2009-07-05 https://www.zenit.org/article-... last visited June 15, 
2009. 

 2 Papal Encyclicals Online, "On Promoting Devotion to the Most precious Blood of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ," https://www.papalencyclicals.n... last visited: June 15, 2010 

 3 Moorman, George J., The Latin Mass Explained, Rocfor, Illinois: TAN Books an Publishers, Inc., 
2007, p. 6 

 4 Moorman, George J.,Ibid, p. 22. 
 5 Ott, Ludwig, Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma, (St. Louis, Missouri: B. Herder Book Company, 

1960), pp. 151-152 
 6 The City of God by Mary of Agreda, Incarnation, Chapter XIV, Washington, New Jersey: Ave 

Maria Institute, 1971, Chapter XIV, pp. 446- 454 
 7 New advent Catholic Encyclopedia. 

8 New Advent Catholic Encyclopedia, https://www.newadvent.org/cath... Last visited June 16, 
2010 
 
 

https://www.zenit.org/article-26369?l=english
https://www.papalencyclicals.net/John23/j23pb.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12373a.htm

